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Universal Basic Income 
Could It Work in Australia?

M O N  2 0  J U L  AT T H E  T I VO L I .  
7-9PM. DOORS OPEN 6PM TO LATE.

With JobKeeper set to expire in September, discussions of 
Universal Basic Income become more topical by the day.

A crazy utopian idea,  
or solution to many social ills? 
Either way, it is a topical lead-in to vital discussions 
about post-pandemic tax and welfare changes. 

UNIVERSAL 
BASIC
INCOME

In our second event, The Brisbane Dialogues aims to take a big public discussion 
beyond adversarial debate and forward to a respectful, genuine dialogue between 
speakers with very different views. Positions will be stated, differences explored, 
common ground established and possible resolutions or solutions sought.

Turn over to see speaker bios...

We are planning a series of simpler, less expensive, regular monthly events. The first one 
will be an invitation-only internal discussion in August to pilot the format and brainstorm the 
future of The Brisbane Dialogues.

If you would like to be actively involved and receive an invitation, please express your interest 
at www.brisbanedialogues.org/contact or to thebrisbanedialogues@gmail.com. 

FUTURE EVENTS

START YOUR OWN 
BRISBANE DIALOGUE

www.brisbanedialogues.org
                        @brisbanedialogues

"HE WHO KNOWS ONLY HIS OWN SIDE OF THE CASE, KNOWS LITTLE OF THAT." J. S. MILL, ON LIBERTY



Professor Gigi Foster
School of Economics, UNSW  |  Presenter, The Economists, ABC Radio National
Gigi is one of Australia’s leading economics communicators, a professor in the School of Economics at the University 
of New South Wales and co-host of “The Economists” on Radio National. She was named 2019 Young Economist of the 
Year by the Economic Society of Australia and was awarded a national Citation for Outstanding Contributions to Student 
Learning in 2017. Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in the United States, she received her BA from Yale (majoring in Ethics, 
Politics, and Economics), and her PhD in economics from the University of Maryland. Now an established Australian voice 
in such fields as the economics of social influence, behavioural economics, education, and time use, Gigi has published 
in a variety of academic outlets including Journal of Public Economics, Quantitative Economics, Human Relations, and 
Journal of Economic Psychology. She also co-founded the UNSW School of Economics rock band, The Standard Deviants.

Professor Greg Marston
Deputy Executive Dean, HASS, UQ Australian representative, Basic Income Earth Network
Greg is Deputy Executive Dean, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Queensland and is also 
representative in Australia for the Basic Income Earth Network (BIEN), the global umbrella organisation for the universal 
basic income movement. He has held visiting appointments at Lund University, Melbourne University and The University 
of Chicago. He has undertaken social research in a range of fields on a wide range of issues including poverty and debt, 
refugee resettlement, homelessness, income support, unemployment, welfare and social policy and climate change. 
Before entering academia Greg worked in NGO’s on social policy and research. He is passionate about the role of education 
and research in contributing to social change, particularly the role of the social sciences and humanities in fostering the 
conditions for human flourishing, critical thinking, and well-functioning social and political institutions. He is a keen kayaker 
and bushwalker.

Dr. John Humphreys
Economics lecturer, UQ and USC and Fellow, Australian Institute for Progress
John is an economist who has worked in academia, government, consulting, and think tanks. He has been published 
widely on education, tax and welfare, international trade, political economics and public finance.  He has a PhD from the 
University of Queensland, and is a sessional lecturer there and at University of the Sunshine Coast. Previous employers 
include the Australian Treasury, Centre for International Economics, Centre for Independent Studies, and the Swiss-based 
University of Business and International Studies. He founded the Australian Libertarian Society and the Liberal Democrats 
party and has served as an Executive Director for the Economic Society of Australia in Queensland, Deputy Director of the 
Australian Taxpayers Alliance and member of the University of Queensland Senate. John also founded the educational 
charity The Human Capital Project in Cambodia, for which he was awarded a knighthood in a Cambodian Royal Order. He 
is also a Justice of the Peace, scuba Dive Master, and recreational pilot.

Simon Cowan
Research Director, Centre for Independent Studies
Simon is Research Director at The Centre for Independent Studies in Sydney, with particular interests in welfare and 
retirement incomes policy, government budgets and regulation. He is a leading media commentator on policy and politics, 
frequently appearing on the Sky network, ABC television and commercial radio and his opinion pieces have been published 
widely in Australian newspapers and online forums. Simon is also supervising the latest CIS project, From Pandemic to 
Prosperity, which aims to promote the policies governments’ need adopt to recover from the Coronavirus pandemic. He 
has co-authored research reports on welfare, pensions and retirement policy, including the prospects for a universal basic 
income. He is currently working on a project examining Australia’s working class and whether they will be ‘Left Behind’. In 
his spare time, Simon is a scratch golfer.

Bob MacDonald
Facilitator, Contributor, InQueensland
Bob has reported on and worked with Queensland and Australian businesses for more than 40 years as a senior journalist 
with the Australian Financial Review, BRW, The Courier-Mail and publications in North America. He is a former editor and 
publisher of Business Queensland. Bob left journalism for a time to be an Austrade Trade Commissioner with postings to 
Mexico and Chile and more recently spent three years as Trade and Investment Queensland’s communications manager. 
He also served as a business policy advisor to Queensland Premier Wayne Goss.

Kayci Gillies
MC, Actress and university student
Kayci Gillies is a proud Gubbi Gubbi and Kamilaroi woman and a graduate of the Aboriginal Centre for the Performing Arts. 
She is studying full-time for a Bachelor of Creative industries at QUT, majoring in media and communications. Kayci is 
passionate about the arts and has been performing for large audiences across Australia since age six. Over the past eight 
years she has worked and volunteered as a youth teacher in indigenous communities in Queensland and the Northern 
Territory. She has taught English, maths and music but feels that the most educational and rewarding lessons were 
found through collaborative performances. Kayci is currently a Developing Artist with Digi Youth Arts, acting in a touring 
docudrama with RACQ and the Queensland Police Service, starring in a short film and is co-writing another.
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UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME: COULD IT WORK IN AUSTRALIA?


